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STREET LIGHTING — CONNOLLY 

Grievance 

MS E. HAMILTON (Joondalup) [9.24 am]: My grievance is to the Minister for Energy on behalf of local residents 
in Connolly. Connolly residents have had longstanding concerns about the quality of street lighting in their suburb. 
The issue was brought to my attention by the very active Connolly Residents Association, which raised this matter 
with me in and around mid-2018. There is a particular stretch of Fairway Circle where lighting of the footpath 
stops and pedestrians feel unsafe walking, along with a number of other streets and cul-de-sacs in Connolly. 

In June 2018, I wrote to the then Minister for Energy, Hon Ben Wyatt. The minister responded by saying that 
Western Power was to conduct site visits in Connolly in July 2018 to identify non-working and dim lights for 
replacement. Subsequently, I wrote to the current Minister for Energy about this matter, in particular to inquire 
whether this assessment had taken place and any repairs were undertaken. The minister advised that a night audit was 
conducted on around 410 lights in the Connolly area in July 2018, with five lights requiring immediate remediation. 
It was also determined that lights were adequate and in good working order on major Connolly roads, while several 
cul-de-sacs and no-through roads had lighting only at intersections. 

I was interested to hear from the minister that in relation to regulations for street lighting placement and emission 
levels in Western Australia, Western Power uses a Standards Australia document as the basis for lighting schemes 
for most roads and public spaces in WA. I understand that the lighting designs must comply with the specific 
requirements of the local government authority, the road authority and other utility providers. I was also advised that 
Western Power acknowledges that many of the suburban streets in Connolly are poorly lit. I would like to establish 
the reason for this. To action this, a further audit was conducted by Western Power in January 2020. I am of the 
view that the dim streetlights were to be replaced by the City of Joondalup. I was to be advised of areas where the 
luminosity levels were inadequate, and was told that consideration would be given to additional streetlights in 
those areas. 

Now that the report has been completed, I stand in this place asking for an update for my local residents in Connolly 
about actions that can and will be taken. Residents’ concerns about the street lighting are not only relevant for 
Connolly, but also for local residents in Edgewater. While engaged in my regular phone communications with locals 
recently, I was made aware that this is a concern along Edgewater Drive. This is a lovely stretch of road, forming 
part of the border between the suburb of Edgewater and Yellagonga Regional Park, with residential houses on one 
side and bushland surrounding Lake Joondalup on the other. It is a scenic route that leads to a public park with 
play facilities and views, which makes it well-utilised not only by locals, but also by people who drive through the 
area. The residents use Edgewater Drive to commute, walk their dogs, cycle and so forth. 

Native fauna from the bushland is regularly seen on the road, particularly at night. It has been brought to my 
attention that this is a safety concern for both drivers and local residents walking and cycling in this area. 

An Edgewater resident wrote to me seeking assistance in the matter of street lighting in her suburb. She said — 

… in particular, to the street lighting along Edgewater Drive. The street light poles are placed a long 
distance back from the road, give very minimal lighting … and are spaced quite a long distance apart. 
Edgewater Drive is a major thoroughfare and also has the added factor of kangaroos grazing along the 
verges and in the gardens at night time. This is a fantastic feature of our lifestyle in Edgewater but causes 
concern that due to the poor lighting there is the risk of not being able to see the kangaroos easily and 
possibly colliding with them. The lighting is also inadequate for normal night time use of the road both 
for motorists and pedestrians. 

Given that the City of Joondalup has also provided the opportunity for density and infill to take place in this suburb, 
whereby there will be an increase in the number of local residents, I am of the view that the City of Joondalup will 
need to consider how it is going to continue to invest in local infrastructure like streetlighting to continue to meet 
these demands. I am concerned that the streetlighting issues in both Connolly and Edgewater that have been brought 
to my attention by these local communities may be due to the fact that the current streetlight placement and luminosity 
are not consistent or they may not meet current standards. The poles may be too far apart or the individual streetlights 
may not be bright enough. 

It is important to me that residents feel comfortable and confident in making the most of the amenities that are 
available to them in the lovely suburbs in the Joondalup electorate. Poor lighting is of particular concern to older 
residents in our community whose eyesight may not be what it once was and who find it a little challenging to see 
clearly in low light, such as when they are walking or driving at night. It is great to know that the people in my 
electorate of Joondalup are being active and recreating locally, and I encourage that. I understand that people have 
busy lives and they may exercise outside of daylight hours, particularly in winter. It is vital that those residents in 
Connolly and the broader community feel safe and that these needs are met. 
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I wish to resolve this matter of streetlighting concerns in the suburbs of Connolly and Edgewater as soon as 
possible, and I seek the minister’s advice on how we can come to a positive solution. 

MR W.J. JOHNSTON (Cannington — Minister for Energy) [9.31 am]: I begin by thanking the member for 
Joondalup for her dedication and effort in bringing this matter to my attention. I appreciate the fact that she has 
continued to doggedly support her community by bringing this matter to my attention. 

I want to start by saying that although Western Power maintains streetlights, responsibility for their installation is 
with the local government. Western Power does not install streetlights and it does not decide where they go. The 
location and installation of streetlights is the responsibility of local government. We recognise that streetlights play 
a crucial role in community safety and liveability, and their placement and wattage must be designed with those 
issues in mind. Western Power builds and maintains streetlights, but that is done to specifications chosen by local 
councils. This includes where lights are located and the strength of the lamps installed, and whether a local council 
chooses decorative poles. To have more streetlights installed or to change the wattage of the bulbs, the City of 
Joondalup must authorise and request these upgrades. It is not Western Power’s decision. Western Power pays for 
the ongoing maintenance of streetlights, and I understand that Western Power’s policy is to replace them on failure, 
but it will also replace streetlights on request as they dim from age. 

Western Power undertook a first node audit in 2018, which identified obvious issues with the streetlights in Connolly. 
Although main roads were well lit, as the member said, a number of the culs-de-sac were not, and still are not in 
those locations. In fact, some of them seem to be lit only at intersections. Western Power undertook an additional 
engineering assessment in January 2020. This assessment was also due to the member’s continuing engagement 
with my office, and I appreciate that she did that. The assessment was done in conjunction with the council and it 
found that the lighting in the suburbs does not comply with Australian Standard AS/NZS 1158—lighting for roads 
and public spaces. It was recommended that 92 streetlights be replaced and that the mercury-vapour lights be 
replaced with LED lights. It was also recommended that the local council review the lighting design and install 
additional streetlights where required to ensure compliance with the Australian Standards. 
In May 2020, Western Power briefed the City of Joondalup on the findings of the report. I understand that the 
City of Joondalup then agreed in principle to a Western Power–funded pilot that would help inform the decision 
on whether to upgrade or redesign, or have Western Power replace, lighting in the area. Unfortunately, the City of 
Joondalup has since put the trial on hold and requested that any dim lights that fall below a particular threshold be 
replaced like for like. This is a very conservative approach. I want to read from the report, as I think the residents 
of Connolly and the surrounding area may like to know what the council knows, because this report has not been 
made available by the council to the community. It states — 

The main cause of the black spots is due to the large spacings between street lights. Additional streetlights 
will be required to … reduce the spacing and provide additional lighting in order to rectify the non-compliance. 
It is recommended the local council engage an electrical consultant to design a compliant street light design. 

In its recommendations, it says — 
It is also recommended that the local council review the lighting design and install additional street lights 
where required to ensure compliance with AS/NZS 1158. 

Let me make that clear: the council has had knowledge for some time that the streetlights in this suburb do not comply 
with minimum standards. It is a surprise that the city is taking no action, particularly when, as I say, Western Power 
installs streetlights at the request of local government. Recently, Western Power installed decorative streetlights 
in the Joondalup CBD at the request of the council. I am surprised that it is interested in installing decorative 
streetlights in the city centre to replace the existing compliant light poles, but it is not interested in providing adequate 
lighting to other parts of the community in those suburbs. It is no wonder that residents in the member’s area are 
unhappy with their local government. 
I am also surprised to note that the Mayor of the City of Joondalup is a member of the former failed Barnett 
Liberal–National government in this state. I note, too, that he is now putting his hand up to be a senator for 
Western Australia. 
Mr Z.R.F. Kirkup interjected. 
The ACTING SPEAKER: Member for Dawesville! 
Mr W.J. JOHNSTON: Let me make this clear: the current Mayor of the City of Joondalup is ignoring a report that 
says that his residents are not being adequately protected. They are not getting sufficient streetlighting to be safe 
in their community, and he has known that for many months and is doing nothing about it, despite the fact that this 
member has been agitating for action by the City of Joondalup for two and a half years. 
Mr Z.R.F. Kirkup interjected. 
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The ACTING SPEAKER: Member for Dawesville, I call you to order for the first time. 
Mr W.J. JOHNSTON: The City of Joondalup is ignoring the needs of its own community, while at the same 
time, the mayor, a failed minister for planning who criticised planning decisions of his own government, will not 
take action to look after the interests of the member’s residents. No wonder the residents in Connolly and Edgewater 
are upset with the city for not doing its job. It is surprising that a person who is not prepared to do their job is interested 
in putting up their hand to be a senator for this state. I suggest to the Mayor of Joondalup and the City of Joondalup 
that they take action to comply with the Australian Standards. Western Power stands ready, as it has done for 
a long time—over a year now—to support them in their action. 
I table a copy of the “Connolly Street Light Lux Level Assessment: Technical Report” dated 19 February 2020 
that was done by Western Power into this issue. 
[See paper 3656.] 
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